Wuthering Heights Notes
Great journal to start:

Wuthering Heights contains many dramatic scenes and poetic speeches. Which scene, speech, or bit of dialogue is your favorite? Why do you find it so memorable? Describe the scene in as much detail as possible.

Narrative Structure

Lockwood – Narrative present (he invites Nelly to tell him the full “history”

Nelly Dean – Narrative past (eye-witness, a participant-narrator in the “history”)

Why?

· One reason – make WH more believable and “realistic”

· Nelly is firmly rooted in common sense, evry day, normative “reality” and thus “authenticates” the often wild, passionate, even fantastic story

· BUT, Nelly complicates as a narrator too: she was a “participant” in the history

· Seems reliable, but not always 100% objective observer

· “mediates” the story

· “filters” story and can be tempted to “color” her account

· EX: reader can tell she does not like Catherine
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Themes

· Love – Catherine & Heathcliff’s love is product of their rebellion against Hindley and Joseph and the natural result of their compatibility. Their love is realized after death, but carried on symbolically by young Cathy and Hareton.

· Revenge – Heathcliff’s plan of vengeance on Hindley and Edgar; the spirit of Catherine prevents his from bringing his plan to its conclusion

· Role of Societal Class

· Role of Setting

Setting

· Remote heath – unlike pretty landscapes of southern England, the heath is bare, rolling and wild (moors)

· People of Yorkshire – isolated from other areas; scattered farms and villages; fiercely independent, suspicious of outsiders, spoke their minds (often harshly), showed emotions

· Southern England – manners, guardedness, calm behavior, polite 

· Heathcliff – realistic example of a Yorkshireman who feels he has been mistreated

· Late 1700s/early 1800s – no telephones/automobiles to link farmsteads with rest of Britain

· Death constant presence in this time period – 11 characters die before middle age

Key Scenes

Ch. 4-7

Catherine and Heathcliff roam the moors as free spirits

Hindley degrades Heathcliff

Incident at Thrushcross Grange – Cathy gone 5 weeks and returns changed

Ch. 7

Edgar and Isabella Linton visit WH

Heathcliff tries to be presentable; Hindley banishes him from house

“I shall pay Hindley back.”

Ch.  9

Heathcliff overhearing Catherine’s discussion with Nelly re: Edgar’s marriage proposal and her contrast in love for Edgar and Heathcliff; “Nelly, I AM Heathcliff”; Heathcliff’s disappearance causes Cathy to get sick (can’t imagine they’d ever really be separated)

Ch. 11-12

Heathcliff returns – accuses Catherine of treating him “infernally”

Edgar forbids Heathcliff from Grange

2nd separation from Heathcliff – Catherine holds herself blameless, victimized by Edgar’s and Heathcliff’s “ingratitude” and she vows to “break their hearts by breaking my own” Catherine fasts for 3 days to punish them by dying
Nelly realizes too late that Cathy’s illness is similar to the one she had when Heathcliff left 3 years ago: madness, hallucinating (bird and mirror), return to childhood self when Hindley had also tried to separate her from Heathcliff “my all in all”

Catherine foresees her own death, says “I won’t rest til you are with me. I never will!”

Ch. 15

Heathcliff’s last meeting with Catherine alive: “Oh Cathy, Oh, my life! How can I bear it?”
Catherine: “you and Edgar have both broken my heart, Heathcliff..”

Heathcliff: “Why shouldn’t you suffer I do!”

Catherine: “I shall not be at peace…”

Heathcliff: “Why did you betray your own heart, Cathy?”

Mood

· Somber and tragic

· Plot is like a storm

· Last scene: reader sees phantoms of Catherine and Heathcliff restlessly walking the moors in rain and thunder

· In contrast, also semblance of calm: young Cathy and Hareton on the moors, peaceful and in love – decide to leave WH, abandoning it to the still restless spirits of Heathcliff and his Catherine

· Trying to resolve the basic stormy conflict of novel

