Symmetrical Unfolding of Novel

Union of Hareton and Catherine – logical 

Wuthering Heights = Hindley and Catherine

Thrushcross Grange = Edgar and Isabella

Obvious symmetrical plot:

· Hindley marries Isabella, producing a “Hareton”

· Edgar marries Catherine, producing Cathy

Then, Cathy and “Hareton” would marry – unifying the two houses completely and Cathy Linton would become Catherine Earnshaw (taking on her mother’s maiden name)

HARMONY DISRUPTED

· Introduction of Heathcliff – initially destroys potential marital balance

· Hindley sent away to college because of Heathcliff, the outsider

· Hindley marries an outsider

· Isabella marries Heathcliff, producing Linton Heathcliff – birth that should not have taken place

· Cathy Linton’s marriage to Linton was also a mistake (it was forced by Heathcliff)

HARMONY RESTORED

· Linton Heathcliff dies, leaving Cathy free to marry again

· Death of Heathcliff

· No descendants of Heathcliff left (because to preserve the harmony, Linton and Cathy’s marriage was childless – they probably never consummated the marriage)

· Cathy marries Hareton, thus becoming Catherine Earnshaw

· With the unifying marriage of the Linton and Earnshaw heirs, it is almost as though Heathcliff had never existed.

Does the novel end happily or not?

Is the novel on the side of the Grange and civilization? 

Or should we miss the intensity of the passion in Wuthering Heights?

Grange:

· Catherine and Hareton move there after Heathcliff dies

· Marriage of Catherine and Hareton is the final and necessary conclusion to two generations of unrest

· All traces of Heathcliff disappear (in genetic terms)

Wuthering Heights:

· Catherine and Hareton resemble the earlier Catherine and Heathcliff (purified of wilder and more antisocial elements)

· Echo of the marriage that never took place between Catherine and Heathcliff

· First Catherine and Heathcliff belonged to the natural and immaterial world; Lintons belonged to material society – reunion in death of the two lovers constitutes their achievement of complete freedom

