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Macbeth: Act I Study Guide

1. What is the setting in Act I?

2. What mood is established and how is it established?

3. What honor has Macbeth received for his bravery?

4. How do the witches greet Macbeth?

5. What does Ross’ explanation of the encounter between the Thane of Cawdor and Macbeth reveal about Macbeth?

6. Explain why King Duncan is so upset with the Thane of Cawdor.

7. How do Banquo and Macbeth differ in their reactions to the witches’ prophecies?

8. How does Macbeth’s initial ambition change by the end of Scene 4?

9. What does Lady Macbeth know about Macbeth’s nature?

10. What are two reasons that Macbeth gives for not murdering King Duncan?

11. How does Lady Macbeth skillfully lead her husband to accept the murder plan?

12. What is the murder plan?

13. What influences so far seem to be leading Macbeth to the murder of King Duncan? (inner or outer forces or both)

14. Explain how the concept of good and evil play a significant role in the characters of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth.

15. Give an example of two conflicts (either internal or external) that are evident throughout the play so far.

Macbeth: Act II Study Guide

1. What does Banquo confess to Macbeth in the beginning of Act II? How does Macbeth react?

2. Directly after his conversation with Banquo, what images or hallucinations does Macbeth have? Throughout this soliloquy, what is revealed about his character? What different types of emotions is Macbeth going through?

3. How were Lady Macbeth and Macbeth able to complete the murder of King Duncan? What was each of their roles?

4. After the murder, what does Macbeth insist he hears in the King’s chamber? What does this message really mean for Macbeth?

5. Describe Macbeth’s and Lady Macbeth’s state of mind after the murder.

6. What is the significance of the Porter scene?

7. What is the knocking that Macbeth and Lady Macbeth hear?

8. Who finds King Duncan murdered? What is everyone’s reaction to the horrifying news?

9. What surprising act does Macbeth do after he hears of the murder of the King? Why does he do this?

10. What does Lady Macbeth do to pretend she is so upset by the murder?

11. How do Malcolm and Donalbain react to their father’s murder? What do they decide they must do now?

12. Who appears to be suspicious of Macbeth at the end of the act? What doesn’t this individual want to attend?

Macbeth: Act III & IV Study Guides

Act III

1. What does Macbeth decide he must do in the beginning of this act? Why does he feel this is the only solution?

2. Who does Macbeth manipulate into helping him fulfill his dream? What are the terms in which this plan must be carried out?

3. How does Lady Macbeth react to hearing about her husband’s evil fascination? What does this reveal about Lady Macbeth’s personality? How has she and Macbeth “switched roles”?

4. What news does Macbeth receive at the banquet that upsets him n regards to his evil plan? Why does this news bother Macbeth so much?

5. Who “visits” Macbeth during the banquet? How does Macbeth react to this visitor?

6. What excuse does Lady Macbeth give to the guests as to why her husband is having such verbal outbursts?

7. Who is Hecate and what is she so upset about?

Act IV

8. What does Macbeth insist upon knowing from the witches? What were the three apparitions shown to Macbeth?

9. What was the last thing Macbeth requested to know before the witches vanished? What did Macbeth see? What was his reaction to this vision?

10. Where does Lennox say Macduff has gone? On learning of Macduff’s absence, what does Macbeth decide he must do next?

11. In his conversation with Macduff, why does Malcolm pretend to have all of Macbeth’s vices and more? What convinces Malcolm that Macduff is trustworthy?

12. What good news about “gracious England” does Ross bring Malcolm? What bad news does Ross bring Macduff?

13. Based on Macduff’s reaction to the murder of his wife and son, how would you describe Macduff’s character?

14. Through Macbeth’s personality and motivation, list ways in which his ambition has prevented himself from getting into trouble as well as prevented himself from getting out of trouble. Use specific evidence from the plot to prove both.

Macbeth: Act V Study Guide

1. Who is it the doctor and the gentlewomen are discussing at the beginning of the scene? Why?

2. What ailment is Lady Macbeth suffering from other than sleep walking? What is the doctor’s suggested remedy?

3. Who is Siward and what forces does he lead?

4. What military problem confronts Macbeth at the beginning of Scene 3?

5. What sign of weakening does Macbeth show? Even as he prepares for war, what thoughts are uppermost in Macbeth’s mind?

6. What is the difference in attitude of the two opposed warring factions?

7. What news does Seyton bring Macbeth?

8. What prophetic news does the messenger bring Macbeth?

9. In Scene 5, what is Macbeth’s attitude now towards his struggle for power?

10. Who will lead the first battle against Macbeth?

11. Whom does Macbeth slay? Why is he not fearful of young Siward?

12. Who seeks Macbeth? Why does he seek him alone and no one else?

13. How does Macduff fulfill the witches’ prophecy?

14. Why is Siward proud of his son’s death?

15. What trophy of war does Macduff acquire?

16. Who is now the King of Scotland?

17. How did Lady Macbeth die?

18. What are the first three orders given by the new king?

