AP Tips

Multiple Choice:

· Counts 45%

· 70% correct correlates to a 5

· Types of Multiple Choice questions:

· Speaker’s attitude/tone question

· Literary terms

· Single/double/triple true or false

· Theme question

· Vocabulary word in context – diction

· Syntax/grammar

· Pronoun antecedents

· EXCEPT questions

Composition:

· Use the language of literary analysis

· Write about 2 pages – per essay

· Thesis statement – do more than restate the question

· Connect author’s technique to theme or tone (VERY IMPORTANT) – the prompt for the poetry and prose passages are basically asking, “What does the author say/mean?” (subject and theme) and “How does he/she says it?” (devices).
· Introductions should be short – just a thorough thesis is fine
· Irony and satire are major topics to know – for both multiple choice and the essays

· Comparison-contrast skills

· Abbreviated titles and character names are allowed as long as they are obvious abbreviations.

· Essays are written in formal style – no I, me, we, us, you. 3rd person only
· For poetry/prose question, integrate many “snippets” of textual evidence from the passage in front of you
For the OPEN-ENDED question:
· First book/play that pops into your mind is the one that will be easiest to write about, be sure it fits what the prompt wants you to answer.

· You DO NOT have to write on one of the books they list on the test, BUT work you choose must be of “literary merit.” (Be careful with popular novels like Lord of the Rings)

· Direct quotes for this question not needed, but specific detail is.

· Do not forget the universal theme (“the meaning of the work as a whole) Even if the prompt does not specifically ask for “the meaning of the work as a whole,” AP readers expect you will use one and build your essay around it. 
· Good essay to start with – easiest to write.

REMEMBER: LESS IS MORE

More specific detail and context on fewer examples is better than more examples with less specific detail. 

Readers are looking for:

· Good grasp of passage(s) – fingertip approach
· Support of ideas with text

· Weaving of text into essay

· Language – elevated, precise, engaging and sophisticated

· Can they follow your train of thought?

· Usually one reader for each essay; same reader does not read all three of your essays

· Essays are read thoroughly, but quickly

· Thesis in beginning helps
NIT-PICKY REMINDERS:

· First and foremost, use what’s on the page to help you (author and text name, spelling and punctuation)

· Novel and play titles are underlined.

· Poems and short passages are in “quotation marks.”

· A book of prose is called a book or a novel.

· A play is called a play.

· In the intro, mention the author and title of the work you are going to use.

· After that, refer to the author by his/her last name (du Maurier writes . . . Golding says).

· You can abbreviate titles and character names so long as they are obvious (Ros and Guil; even, perhaps, R and G).

